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Abstract

This study examines the concept, legal nature, and forms of administrative decisions
severable from administrative contracts, their relationship with annulment proceedings, and
the conditions governing challenges against them. It adopts a descriptive and analytical
approach with a comparative dimension, drawing on the doctrinal views and judicial
applications discussed in the study, particularly in France, Iraq, and Lebanon. The analysis
addresses the origins of severability, distinguishes unilateral administrative decisions from
contractual relationships, and considers the role of annulment proceedings in safeguarding
legality. It also examines decisions associated with contract preparation and conclusion. The
study concludes that a decision’s connection with a complex contractual operation does not,
by itself, preclude an independent challenge where the decision retains its separate legal
identity, produces legal effects, and satisfies the requirements for judicial review before the
competent court. It highlights the distinction between final decisions and preparatory
measures, as well as between reviewing a decision’s legality and adjudicating disputes
concerning the contract itself. The study recommends clearer severability criteria, reasoned
and properly notified procurement decisions, and improved access to relevant judgments to
protect bidders’ rights and support the stability of administrative transactions.
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