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Abstract

This study examined the formulation of educational objectives in classroom lessons and its
relationship with middle school students’ learning motivation, as perceived by teachers in the
Shaghur region. It also investigated differences by gender, years of teaching experience, and
academic qualification. A descriptive correlational design was adopted. The population
comprised 228 teachers in public middle schools in Nahif, Deir al-Asad, and Bi’ina during the
2026/2027 academic year. A convenience sample of 146 teachers participated voluntarily. The
researchers developed a 31-item questionnaire covering two domains: educational objective
formulation and learning motivation. Its content validity, internal consistency, and reliability

were examined.

The findings indicated high levels of educational objective formulation and perceived student
learning motivation, with mean scores of4.18 and 3.79, respectively. A statistically significant
positive correlation was found between the two domains (Pearson’s r = .433, p <.001). No
significant differences were found in either domain by gender or in objective formulation by
teaching experience. For learning motivation, the difference by experience was significant in
the conventional one-way ANOVA but was not supported by Welch’s test or significant
pairwise comparisons. Significant differences were found by academic qualification: doctoral
degree holders reported higher objective formulation scores than bachelor’s degree holders
and higher perceived student motivation scores than both bachelor’s and master’s degree
holders. The study recommended strengthening teacher training in formulating and applying
educational objectives and providing students with opportunities for independent learning and

inquiry.
Keywords: educational objective formulation, learning motivation, middle school, Shaghur
region, Palestinian interior.
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