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Abstract

This study analyzes the role of Iraqi media in promoting societal stability, examining its
contribution to public awareness, tolerance and coexistence, and to countering rumors,
misinformation and hate speech. It adopts a descriptive-analytical approach informed by
media dependency theory, examining a purposive sample of news reports, newspaper
articles, television programs and content published on Iraqi news websites concerning
societal stability. The analysis suggests that media can support social cohesion by providing
reliable information, enabling dialogue among different social groups, highlighting shared
values and strengthening citizenship. The analytical and explanatory role of the press
complements television’s role in dialogue and live coverage and news websites’ capacity for
rapid updates and audience interaction. These contributions depend on the professionalism,
accuracy and independence of media coverage, whereas polarization, sensationalism and
inadequate verification may deepen divisions and tensions. The study recommends
strengthening objectivity and media ethics, developing fact-checking and crisis-management
skills, producing programs and campaigns that promote dialogue, tolerance and national
unity, and conducting periodic studies to assess Iraqi media discourse and its social
implications.
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