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Abstract

This study examines the role of non-agricultural activities in spatial dynamics in Tassoultante, on
the southern periphery of Marrakech, focusing on the factors driving their expansion and their
implications for agriculture and land use. It adopts a geographical approach combining direct field
observation, the identification and spatial analysis of economic activities, and documentary
analysis of official reports and academic studies. The findings reveal a transition from a
predominantly agricultural economy towards a diversified economy increasingly shaped by
construction, real estate, trade, services, tourism and crafts. This transition is associated with
urban expansion, demographic and land pressures, infrastructure improvements, tourism
investment and constraints on agricultural production. Non-agricultural activities diversify
household income, create employment opportunities and reshape the spatial landscape, alongside
shrinking farmland and declining agricultural employment capacity. The study concludes that
balanced spatial development requires coordinated land-use planning, improved land governance
and integration of economic functions, while safeguarding agricultural land and resource
sustainability.

Key Words: Non-agricultural activities; Peri-urban area; Tassoultante; Spatial dynamics;
Land use.
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