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Abstract

This study examined the impact of institutional governance on internal audit quality in the
Basra Education Directorate. A descriptive analytical approach was adopted. Data were
collected through an electronic questionnaire using a comprehensive enumeration method.
Of 181 questionnaires received, 179 were included in the analysis after initial data
preparation. The data were analyzed using SPSS V27. Institutional governance comprised
transparency, integrity and work ethics, accountability, responsibility, justice, and
independence. Internal audit quality comprised auditor independence, professional
competence, the nature of work, and internal audit activities. The results indicated moderate
levels of institutional governance and internal audit quality, with overall means of 3.03 and
2.93, respectively. Moderate to strong positive correlations were found between institutional
governance and its dimensions and internal audit quality. Multiple linear regression showed
a statistically significant effect of institutional governance on internal audit quality. The
correlation coefficient was 0.885, and the model explained 78.4% of the variation in internal
audit quality. The study recommended greater efforts to strengthen institutional governance
and internal audit quality, with particular attention to accountability, independence, and the
independence of internal auditors. It also recommended improving the implementation of
institutional governance practices to strengthen their contribution to internal audit quality in
the directorate.
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