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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the role of the concept mapping strategy in developing critical
thinking skills among secondary school students in Marj Ibn Amer schools from the
perspective of their teachers. The study adopted the descriptive analytical approach and used
a questionnaire as the main instrument for data collection. The study population consisted of
all teachers in public secondary schools in the Marj Ibn Amer area, totaling 318 male and
female teachers, while the main study sample consisted of 174 male and female teachers who
were selected using a stratified random sampling method. The results showed that teachers’
perceptions of the role of the concept mapping strategy in developing students’ critical
thinking skills were high. All three domains of critical thinking also received high ratings. The
results further revealed no statistically significant differences in teachers’ perceptions of the
role of the concept mapping strategy in developing critical thinking skills attributable to
gender, specialization, or years of teaching experience, either in the overall score or in the
three critical thinking domains. Based on the findings, the researchers recommended
increasing the systematic use of the concept mapping strategy in teaching secondary school
students and organizing practical training programs for teachers on its use in developing
critical thinking skills. The researchers also recommended focusing particularly on activities
that target the evaluation of evidence and arguments, the identification of assumptions, and
the formulation of judgments based on evidence and logical relationships, in addition to
developing graded instructional guides and activities that help teachers employ the strategy in
ways appropriate to students’ levels and the nature of the targeted skills.
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