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Abstract

This study analyzes Fuad Arif’s political and military career in Iraq, focusing on how his
upbringing, military training, and connections shaped his transition to administrative and
ministerial office and his position on the Kurdish question up to 1967. A historical and
analytical approach draws on his memoirs, historical works, and published testimonies,
recognizing their subjectivity and discrepancies. The study examines his early life, military
education, service as King Ghazi’s aide, connections with the Free Officers, and
appointments after July 1958. The evidence suggests that military networks sustained his
public involvement across regime changes. The Kurdish question strongly influenced his
relations with governments, particularly his resignations in 1961 and 1963 and participation
in settlement efforts during the 1960s. His career illustrates the interaction of Iraqi national
affiliation and Kurdish identity, and the limits of personal mediation. The study recommends
comparing his accounts with official records and contemporary correspondence before
resolving disputed events.
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