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Abstract

This study examined challenges associated with the National Assessments (NAFES) and ways to
address them, as perceived by teachers at the Second Primary and Fifth Intermediate Schools in
Khamis Mushait. It also investigated differences by qualification, school stage, professional
licensure, and specialization. A descriptive survey used a census of all 13 eligible Arabic,
mathematics, and science teachers during the third semester of 1446 AH/2025. Data were
collected using a 22-item questionnaire covering three domains; overall Cronbach’s alpha was
0.92. Overall challenges were moderate (M = 3.17). Student-related challenges ranked highest (M
=4.12), followed by curriculum-related (M = 2.87) and teacher-related challenges (M = 2.54). No
statistically significant differences in overall scores were found across the variables examined.
However, teacher- and student-related challenges differed by school stage, with higher ratings at
the intermediate level. The study recommends strengthening student motivation and assessment
awareness, engaging families, aligning curriculum content and instructional time with target
skills, and improving teacher training and assessment practices. Findings reflect teachers’
perceptions within the two schools.

Key Words: National assessments; NAFES; Assessment challenges; School teachers;
Khamis Mushait.
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