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Abstract

This study investigated mathematics teachers’ practices of creative thinking skills among
lower primary school students in public schools in Jenin Governorate across planning,
implementation, and assessment. A qualitative case study design was adopted. Data were
collected through observation, interviews, and document analysis. After establishing the
validity and reliability of the instruments, the study was conducted with a purposive sample
of two female teachers and one male teacher distinguished in mathematics teaching. The
findings showed that the participants practiced creative thinking skills at varying levels.
Fluency was prominent in planning and assessment, followed by flexibility, elaboration, and
problem-solving. One participant demonstrated particular strength in elaboration across all
three domains, alongside fluency. In implementation, participants used varied strategies to
develop students’ creative thinking, including brainstorming, play, imagination, and
problem-solving. The findings also indicated less use of creative thinking skills in
assessment than in planning and implementation, with problem-solving featuring
prominently because of its connection to mathematical tasks. The study recommended pre-
service and in-service training to develop mathematics teachers’ creative thinking skills,
strengthen their application in teaching, and achieve a balanced use of these skills across
teaching domains. Further exploratory qualitative research on teachers’ practices and
strategies related to creative thinking and innovation was also recommended.

Key Words: Teaching practices, mathematics teachers, creative thinking skills, lower
primary education.
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