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Abstract

This paper examines the importance of government innovation in improving public sector
performance, identifies its enabling conditions and barriers, and proposes ways to foster its
development. It adopts a descriptive and analytical review of relevant literature, tracing the
evolution and dimensions of innovation, outlining major theories of innovative thinking, and
discussing institutional, personal, and social influences. The analysis indicates that
government innovation extends beyond generating new ideas to implementing them and
producing tangible improvements in service quality, operational efficiency, and
responsiveness to citizens’ needs. Supportive leadership, open communication, knowledge
sharing, and flexible strategic planning emerge as key enabling conditions. Major barriers
include organizational rigidity, routine procedures, risk aversion, inadequate training and
incentives, fear of failure, and stereotyped thinking. The paper concludes that advancing
government innovation requires integrating employee capacity development with
organizational reform and a culture of participation and experimentation. It recommends
continuous training, reducing excessive control, encouraging innovative problem solving,
mobilizing available skills and knowledge, and establishing an innovation management
function to support the adoption and implementation of ideas in government institutions.

Key Words: Government innovation; Public sector; Innovative thinking; Organizational
barriers; Performance development.
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