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Abstract

This study examines the role of religious schools in Afghanistan in preserving religious and
cultural identity across different historical periods. The significance of the topic lies in the
fact that Afghanistan possesses a rich Islamic civilization, a broad scholarly heritage, and
considerable ethnic, linguistic, and social diversity. Religious schools have served as major
institutions for teaching and transmitting the Qur’an, Prophetic traditions, Islamic
jurisprudence, creed, Arabic language, and Islamic ethics to successive generations. Their
role has not been limited to instruction; they have also contributed to preparing scholars,
imams, preachers, and teachers, strengthening religious awareness, and preserving certain
legitimate social values and customs. The study aims to explain the historical development
of religious schools in Afghanistan, analyze their role in preserving religious and cultural
identity, and identify the major challenges related to curricula, administration, transnational
educational networks, and the relationship between religious education and the needs of
contemporary society. The study employs library-based, historical, descriptive, and
analytical methods by drawing on Islamic primary sources, historical studies, and
contemporary research on religious education in Afghanistan. The study concludes that
religious schools have been, and continue to be, among the most important institutions for
preserving religious identity in Afghan society. However, strengthening their role in the
contemporary period requires curriculum development, teacher training, improved
administration, and a balanced integration of traditional Islamic sciences with the knowledge
and skills required by modern society.

Key Words: Afghanistan, Cultural Identity, Islamic Heritage, Religious Education, Religious
Identity, Religious Schools.
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