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Abstract

This study addresses international jurisdiction over personal data disputes arising from the
activities of global digital platforms, amid multiple territorial connections and divergent
comparative legal frameworks. It aims to analyze the traditional bases of jurisdiction in private
international law and compare them with developments brought about by digital
transformation, focusing on European and American regulation and selected Arab approaches.
The study adopts a comparative analytical methodology, examining legislation and judicial
decisions in light of digital sovereignty and legal certainty. The findings indicate that
traditional territorial rules are insufficient to accommodate the intangible nature of digital data,
while uncoordinated extraterritorial expansion may produce positive or negative conflicts of
jurisdiction. The study also finds that the European model offers advanced protection through
extraterritorial application and reliance on the data subject’s residence, whereas the American
system relies on the minimum contacts doctrine. Arab legal systems still need further
development of rules suited to the digital environment. The study concludes that balanced
digital connecting factors, stronger international judicial cooperation, and an internationally
coordinated framework are needed to reconcile the protection of digital rights with respect for
state sovereignty.

Key Words: International jurisdiction; Personal data; Digital sovereignty; Jurisdictional
conflict; Legal certainty.
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