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Abstract

This study examined age and gender differences in vocational identity and work values and
their association using a cross-sectional descriptive correlational design. The sample
comprised 300 participants from Baghdad, equally distributed across ages 14, 16, 18, 20, 22,
and 24, with equal gender representation. Two researcher-developed 24-item measures
assessed the constructs. Significant age differences emerged: vocational identity means
increased from 58.18 to 91.90, and work values from 84.84 to 94.60. Neither construct
showed significant gender differences. A moderate positive correlation was observed overall
(r = 0.529, p < 0.001), significant for both genders and ages 14 and 16. Findings support
career guidance integrating interests, abilities, and work values. The cross-sectional design
precludes conclusions about individual developmental change or causality.
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