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Abstract  

This review examines Eric Friginal’s Corpus Linguistics for English Teachers and its 

contribution to teaching English to speakers of other languages (TESOL). It considers how 

the book introduces corpus linguistics, guides teachers in selecting online corpora, and 

translates authentic spoken and written language data into classroom activities. Particular 

attention is given to data driven learning, concordance searches, and the study of 

collocations as ways to help learners identify patterns of language use. The review finds that 

the book’s accessible explanations and guided exercises make corpus methods more 

practical for teachers and encourage learners to investigate language independently. It also 

notes that the book’s length and the varying availability of resources may limit its 

usefulness in some teaching settings. Overall, the book offers a useful bridge between 

corpus linguistics theory and classroom practice, while teachers will need to adapt its 

activities to their students’ needs and available resources. 

 Key Words: Corpus linguistics; English language teaching; TESOL; Data-driven learning; 

Classroom activities. 
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مي اللغة   مراجعة لكتاب إريك فريجينال 
ّ

نات اللغوية لمعل
ّ

لسانيات المدو
 الإنجليزية: الأدوات والموارد الإلكترونية والأنشطة الصفية 

 المستخلص  

إريك فريجينال  المراجعة كتاب  اللغة الإنجليزية  تتناول هذه  لمعلّمي  اللغوية  المدوّنات  اللغة   لسانيات  وإسهامه في تدريس 
الإنجليزية للناطقين بغيرها. وتبحث كيف يعرّف الكتاب بلسانيات المدوّنات اللغوية، ويرشد المعلّمين إلى اختيار المدوّنات 
المتاحة عبر الإنترنت، ويوظّف بيانات لغوية أصيلة، منطوقة ومكتوبة، في أنشطة صفية. وتركّز المراجعة على التعلّم  
القائم على البيانات، والبحث في سياقات ورود الكلمات، ودراسة المتلازمات اللفظية بوصفها وسائل تساعد المتعلّمين على 
اللغوية  المدوّنات  أساليب  تجعل  الموجّهة  والتمارين  الميسّرة  الشروح  أن  إلى  وتخلص  اللغوي.  الاستعمال  أنماط  اكتشاف 
أكثر قابلية للتطبيق، وتشجّع المتعلّمين على استكشاف اللغة باستقلالية. وتشير كذلك إلى أن طول الكتاب وتفاوت إتاحة 
الموارد قد يحدّان من فائدته في بعض البيئات التعليمية. وبوجه عام، يربط الكتاب بين نظرية لسانيات المدوّنات اللغوية 

 .والممارسة الصفية، مع حاجة المعلّمين إلى تكييف أنشطته وفق احتياجات طلابهم والموارد المتاحة لهم

لسانيات المدوّنات اللغوية؛ تدريس اللغة الإنجليزية؛ تعليم الإنجليزية للناطقين بغيرها؛ التعلّم القائم على :  الكلمات المفتاحية 

 .البيانات؛ الأنشطة الصفية
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Overview 

Language education is undergoing rapid change in the modern era with a focus on using 

accurate and trustworthy real-world data from both spoken and written contexts to enhance 

the experiences of both teachers and students. The growth of corpus linguistics offers a 

contemporary method to support English as a second language acquisition. Eric Friginal 

addresses the significance and immediacy of pedagogical change in language education in his 

book Corpus Linguistics for English Teachers: New Tools Online Resources and Classroom 

Activities. It skilfully combines theoretical frameworks with practical application of 

Friginal’s work is an approachable manual for language teachers who are keen to understand 

the significance of corpus data in their teaching practices. 

This book is crucial to the field of teaching English to speakers of other languages (TESOL) 

because it highlights how crucial it is to use authentic language usage to foster 

communicative competence. Friginal has concentrated on corpus a large structured database 

composed of diverse real-world data that gives educators the tools to better understand how 

language is used in practice. This reviews objective is to provide a comprehensive analysis of 

the books content highlighting its benefits and drawbacks as well as its pedagogical 

implications for TESOL approaches. 

Content and Structure 

The books three primary sections include an overview of web resources and their educational 

applications the foundations of corpus linguistics and a set of teaching exercises designed to 

expose students to real language data. The books sections on real-world applications in 

educational settings will assist readers in progressively deepening their comprehension of 

corpus linguistics. 

Corpus Linguistics 101 

An overview of corpus linguistics and its use in language instruction is the main focus of the 

first section. Friginal provided information on Data-driven learning (DDL) and the use of 

language as both structure and function in this overview. By integrating corpus linguistics 

into the broader context of applied linguistics Friginal provides TESOL teachers with an 

empirical basis to enhance their teaching strategies. 

He describes the various types of corpora—general specialized and learner—and how 

language instruction can make use of them. Teachers must possess this basic knowledge in 

order to make informed decisions when integrating corpus data into their curricula. The 

importance of authentic corpora is also emphasized by Friginal who demonstrates how these 

resources not only enhance meaning but also reveal actual linguistic patterns that frequently 

defy what is taught in traditional literature. Biber et al. (1998) educational theories align with 

this emphasis on authenticity suggesting that an essential prerequisite for developing 

linguistic competence is exposure to real-world language usage. 

Online Resource Seek 

In the second part of the book educators grievances regarding the dearth of corpus resources 

are addressed with a helpful manual. The approach and available resources are described in 
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this section along with the rationale for incorporating corpus resources. In order to help 

readers select the best resources for their educational environments Friginal provides in-depth 

evaluations of a variety of platforms and tools. Among the most prominent examples are the 

International Corpus of English (ICE) the Corpus of Contemporary American English 

(COCA) and the British National Corpus (BNC). Friginals work goes beyond merely listing 

these resources by offering case studies that illustrate their effective use in educational 

contexts. 

The author offers helpful exercises on the analysis of collocation patterns using concordance 

techniques to help with contextual language use. In keeping with Hunstons (2002) assertion 

that students must be exposed to language use in everyday situations this educational 

approach places a strong emphasis on teaching students pragmatics. According to Friginal 

acknowledging that not all educational circumstances have equal access to resources is a 

significant problem in contemporary academic life. Offering freely available and widely 

accessible resources is therefore essential to ensuring that corpus-based learning is inclusive 

for all students regardless of their backgrounds or educational environments. In the field of 

TESOL where educators frequently interact with disadvantaged pupils this commitment to 

inclusivity is particularly important. 

Classroom Activities 

Activities aimed at introducing students to corpus data is added to the conclusion part of the 

book under review. There are few guided tasks that encourage students to engage with real-

world language examples added to the Friginal’s application. The experts in language 

education field like McCarthy & O'Keeffe (2010) have stated that these exercises are based 

on pragmatic language teaching approaches. 

All the activities added in the Friginal's framework focuses on enabling students comprehend 

linguistic patterns as they happen inquiring and learning, allowing. By encouraging students 

to consider collocations, the author offers exercises that help them get an understanding of 

how particular words come together in real-world language use. The application of these 

exercises will help students enhance their linguistic awareness while empowering them to 

take responsibility for their own education. In addition there are clear instructions assessment 

options that align with learning goals and guidance from instructors on how to use these 

exercises. A significant benefit of this book is its hands-on approach helping to reduce the gap 

between theoretical concepts and practical application and aids teachers in effectively 

utilising corpus linguistics. 

Strengths 

Corpus Linguistics is one of the most useful books for English Teachers owing to the 

distinctive features and content it offers. The book is easily accessible on different platforms 

and the author of the book has made a conscious effort to present the difficult linguistic terms 

and words in a comprehensible manner which tutors at all levels can understand and make 

best use of it. The book presents the complete content in an entertaining way conveyed by 

different means including video and visual format. The application of this multifaceted 

approach will help the peers to understand and examine the intricacies of English language 
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utilised on a daily basis and situations. In addition to this, the book under review also has a 

dedicated website which comprises extra lesson plans and resources, we-based applications 

and reading lists to help tutors improve their educational experiences. The addition to the 

website with added content makes the comprehension of the book easy while helping tutors to 

work together and advance in their fields. Besides, the book also highlights the importance of 

educational frameworks in place that tend to challenge the traditional methods of teaching and 

points out the creative strategies to improve critical thinking among students.  

Limitations 

There are few limitations of the book especially the text length which is extremely long in this 

case along with the lack of applicability. The applicability is limited because the content may 

not relate or be applicable to educators is range of environments.  

In the end Eric Friginals research offers valuable insights into the integration of corpus 

linguistics into English language teaching. This is due to the fact that the book covers both 

theoretical frameworks and practical applications it is an essential resource for educators who 

are dedicated to enhancing their lessons by utilizing real-world language data. 
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