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RESEARCH TITLE

The Chapter on the Prescribed Punishment for Zina from Badr al-Din al-Zarkashi’s
Sharh al-Tanbih (d. 794 AH): A Critical Edition and Study

Abstract

This study presents a critical edition of the chapter on the prescribed punishment for zina
from Sharh al-Tanbih by Badr al-Din al-Zarkashi (d. 794 AH). It aims to examine his
approach to explaining Abu Ishaq al-Shirazi’s al-Tanbih and clarifying legal issues within
the Shafi‘i school. Following established methods of manuscript editing, the study verifies
the book’s title and attribution, describes its manuscript copies, and compares the chapter as
preserved in two relevant copies. It establishes an edited text and records textual variants in
the footnotes. The study also verifies quotations and juristic opinions against their sources,
traces hadith reports and transmitted accounts, identifies individuals and places, and explains
unfamiliar terms. The edited text demonstrates al-Zarkashi’s attention to the conditions
governing the prescribed punishment and the legal status of iksan, as well as the effect of
legal doubt in averting the punishment. It also shows how he presents, supports, and
discusses differing opinions within the Shafi‘i school. The chapter further addresses the
proof and administration of the punishment and the circumstances to be considered in its
implementation. This edition makes an annotated juristic text available for the study of al-
Zarkashi’s legal reasoning and his commentary on a major Shafi‘i text.

Key Words: Manuscript editing; Sharh al-Tanbih; Badr al-Din al-Zarkashi; Shafi‘i
jurisprudence; prescribed punishment for zina.
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