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Abstract

This study compared the representation of early language skills in kindergarten within the
official curriculum and the Waldorf approach through content analysis of selected
educational documents. Five domains were examined: listening and speaking, vocabulary,
phonological awareness, reading readiness, and text comprehension. A binary coding
scheme was used, with (1) indicating explicit representation of an indicator and (0)
indicating that the indicator was not explicitly represented according to its operational
definition. All 22 indicators were re-audited using a conservative coding rule: a skill was not
inferred from a general educational philosophy or a related activity unless the indicator itself
was clearly supported by the analyzed material. The findings showed substantial overlap in
oral language and vocabulary, while the official curriculum represented phonological
awareness and reading-readiness indicators more explicitly. Waldorf documents emphasized
storytelling, play, and oral language, whereas the specific phonological-awareness and
reading-readiness indicators used in the coding scheme were not represented as independent
kindergarten objectives. The findings describe documentary emphasis and should not be
interpreted as evidence of the comparative effectiveness of either approach on children's
actual language performance.

Key Words: Early Language Skills, Kindergarten, Content Analysis, Waldorf Education,
Reading Readiness.
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