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RESEARCH TITLE

International Responsibility of Heads of State and Military
Leaders for Crimes against Humanity

Abstract

This study examines the international (individual criminal) responsibility of heads of state
and military leaders for crimes against humanity, a topic that remains among the most
complex areas of international criminal law due to its intersection with issues of sovereignty,
immunities, and international political realities. The research builds on the legal
transformation established by the Nuremberg and Tokyo Tribunals, followed by ad hoc
international criminal tribunals and culminating in the International Criminal Court, which
affirmed the principle that individuals are subject to criminal accountability regardless of
their official status, and rejected reliance on superior orders or official position as grounds
for impunity. The study aims to clarify the legal framework governing such responsibility
under the Rome Statute and relevant international instruments, with particular emphasis on
direct and indirect forms of liability, especially command responsibility based on actual or
constructive knowledge of crimes committed by subordinates and the failure to prevent or
punish them. It also evaluates the effectiveness of international criminal justice mechanisms
through an analysis of prominent cases involving the prosecution of heads of state and
military leaders, including situations in Sudan, Libya, the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, and Uganda. The study concludes that while the legal and institutional development
of international criminal law has strengthened the principle of ending impunity, practical
application continues to face serious challenges, notably difficulties of proof, inconsistent
state cooperation in executing arrest warrants, and the influence of political considerations
on prosecutorial and judicial processes. The research recommends strengthening evidentiary
and procedural standards for command responsibility, expanding state accession to the
Rome Statute and harmonizing domestic legislation with its provisions, and reinforcing the
independence of international criminal justice to ensure accountability, deterrence, and
justice for victims.

Key Words: International Criminal Responsibility, Crimes against Humanity, Head of State |
Immunity, Command Responsibility, International Criminal Court.
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