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RESEARCH TITLE

Assessment in Mathematics Education and Its Role in Enhancing
Motivation Among Elementary School Students

Abstract

This qualitative study aims to explore the role of assessment practices in mathematics
education in enhancing elementary students’ motivation. The study was conducted during
the first semester of the 2025/2026 academic year at Al-Mutanabbi Elementary School¢
using a purposive sample of 30 participants¢ including 20 fifth-grade students and 10
mathematics teachers. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews and analyzed
using an axial qualitative analysis approach to identify recurring patterns and major themes.
The findings indicate that traditional assessment practices—primarily written tests and
performance comparisons—may reduce motivation and increase test anxiety. In contrast¢
modern and diversified approaches¢ particularly continuous formative assessment¢ short
tasks¢ interactive computer-based assessment¢ gamification« and involving students in
choosing or designing assessments¢ were found to significantly enhance intrinsic
motivation¢ increase enthusiasm and classroom engagement¢ and build self-confidence«
while providing immediate feedback that addresses individual differences. The study also
identified challenges that hinder effective implementation¢ including limited time«
overcrowded classrooms¢ inadequate technological infrastructurec and the need for
specialized professional training for teachers.

The study concludes by emphasizing the importance of adopting an integrated assessment
approach that combines formative and summative assessment¢ expands the use of digital
tools and educational games« and strengthens student participation in assessment processes.
Such practices can reduce anxiety and sustainably improve both the quality of mathematics
learning and students’ motivation.

Key Words: Assessment Methods; Mathematics Learning; Motivation.
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