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RESEARCH TITLE

Kim Il-sung and His Role in the Founding of North Korea

Abstract

This study examines the historical and political role played by Kim Il-sung in the
establishment of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea following the end of World
War II in 1945¢ within an international context marked by escalating polarization between
the United States and the Soviet Union. The research focuses on the division of the Korean
Peninsula along the 38th parallel as a direct outcome of competing spheres of influence«
which led to the emergence of two ideologically opposed states in the North and the South
and transformed Korea into one of the major centers of tension in East Asia during the
second half of the twentieth century. The study also explores Kim Il-sung’s early life and
political formation under Japanese colonial rule« his experience in exile in Manchuria¢ and
his involvement in armed resistance and guerrilla warfare« all of which contributed to the
construction of his revolutionary legitimacy. Furthermore¢< the paper analyzes the
reorganization of the communist movement in northern Korea and the establishment of the
Workers’ Party of Korea as the ruling political framework« culminating in the proclamation
of the state in 1948 and Kim Il-sung’s rise to leadership. It examines his economic and
social policies¢ including land reform¢ nationalization¢ the development of the Korean
People’s Army¢ and the formulation of the Juche ideology as a foundation for political
independence« economic self-reliance« and national defense. The study also discusses the
impact of the Korean War (1950-1953) on consolidating militarization« reinforcing the one-
party system¢ and entrenching personal rule¢< as well as the internal party struggles and
purges that led to the establishment of a monolithic ideological system and a cult of
personality. The study concludes that Kim Il-sung laid the foundations of a centralized«
authoritarian¢< and hereditary political system whose influence has continued to shape North
Korea’s domestic and foreign policies up to the present day.

Key Words: Kim Il-sung¢ North Korea¢ Juche« the Korean War< Workers’ Party of Korea. |
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