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Abstract

This study examines the argumentative purposes achieved by the poet Sharaf al-Din al-
Ansari (d. 662 AH) through his deliberate commitment to a single poetic theme—praise—as
a conscious stylistic and rhetorical choice rather than a mere conventional subject. The
research begins by defining the foundational concepts of purpose and intent from linguistic
and terminological perspectives, then moves to clarify textual intentions and their
relationship to context and the communicative roles of speaker and addressee in shaping
meaning and guiding interpretation. The applied section analyzes selected poems by al-
Ansari—particularly his panegyrics for kings and princes as well as prophetic praise—to
demonstrate how he employs rhetorical devices such as simile, metaphor, hyperbole, and
syntactic manipulation within an argumentative structure aimed at persuasion and influence,
often disrupting the reader’s horizon of expectations. The study concludes that al-Ansari’s
adherence to a single poetic purpose does not reflect artistic limitation; rather, it enables the
construction of a coherent, tightly woven discourse in which multiple argumentative
strategies—authority, historical evidence, consensus, and religious legitimation—converge
to produce an idealized image of leadership that fuses power, generosity, and wisdom,
transforming praise into a means of asserting legitimacy and consolidating status.

Key Words: Argumentation, Panegyric, Sharaf al-Din al-Ansari, Rhetoric, Textual
Intentions.
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