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RESEARCH TITLE

Using Geographical Maps in Teaching Social Studies

Abstract

This study examines the use of geographical maps in teaching social studies at the upper
secondary level, considering them a central didactic support that contributes to simplifying
spatial concepts and consolidating them in learners’ understanding. The study aims to
highlight the educational importance of geographical maps and to analyze the didactic
approaches to their classroom use, while identifying the main difficulties faced by teachers
and learners in reading and utilizing maps. The research adopts a descriptive—analytical
methodology, drawing on educational literature, official curricular guidelines, and the
researcher’s professional experience. The findings indicate that the systematic use of
geographical maps enhances the development of core geographical skills, particularly
observation, description, interpretation, and generalization. However, insufficient digital
training, lack of equipment, and limited skills-based activities constitute major obstacles to
the optimal use of maps. The study recommends integrating digital resources and artificial
intelligence, as well as intensifying professional training, to improve the teaching of social
studies.

Key Words: Geographical map, Didactic management, Teaching practice, Digital resources,
Artificial intelligence.
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