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RESEARCH TITLE

Iconographic Analysis of Chariot Drivers in Rock Art of Ancient
Morocco: The Issue of Gender and Clothing in Light of Material and
Literary Sources

Abstract

This study presents an iconographic analysis of chariot drivers depicted in rock art from
ancient Morocco, focusing on the issues of gender and clothing through a combined reading
of material and literary sources. It aims to reassess earlier interpretations that linked the
drivers’ attire to Mediterranean or external African influences, by conducting a detailed
comparison between the clothing shown in Saharan rock engravings and that of
contemporary ancient civilizations. The findings highlight the distinctiveness of this attire in
terms of its short, bell-shaped form and textile nature, rejecting the assumption that it was
made of leather and confirming the existence of advanced textile production in ancient North
Africa. Furthermore, through visual analysis of the engravings and a critical review of
classical texts, the study argues that chariot drivers were most likely women—an
exceptional feature compared to other ancient cultures. The paper concludes that this
phenomenon reflects a unique local socio-cultural model, illustrating a distinctive
relationship between women and horses in ancient Morocco, and reinforces the value of rock
art as a historical and social source rich in symbolic meaning.

Key Words: Rock art, Ancient Morocco, Chariots, Clothing, Gender.
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''CamPs G., « Chars », Encyclopédie berbére, n° 12, Editions Peeters, 1993, p. 1877-1892.

bl s A Sty e pasSae il Al el il Gl U< Jass oK =
3 — LHOTE Henri, Le cheval et le chameau dans les peintures rupestres du Sahara, Bulletin de I’Institut Francais
d’Afrique Noire 1953 vol.15, n°3, p. 1149.
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6_ LHOTE, Le cheval et le chameau dans les peintures rupestres du Sahara, cit., p. 1150.
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polychrome », [s.d.], p. 106.
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Jean Cantuel, Frédéric J. Mercier, Virginie Thomas. Les équidés dans le monde égéen a I’age du Bronze:

approche archéologique et iconographique, 2008, Montpellier, France. pp.157-175, p. 166.
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9 — Ibid., p. 168.
10 _ AMIGUES Suzanne, « LE CROCUS ET LE SAFRAN SUR UNE FRESQUE DE THERA », Rewue Archéologique,
no 2, Presses Universitaires de France, 1988, p. 227-242.
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