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RESEARCH TITLE

Identity Fragmentation and Its Narrative Manifestations in the Arabic
Novel: An Approach to Dr. Youssef Al-Fahri’s Critical Project

Abstract

This study offers a concise professional reading of Dr. Youssef Al-Fahri’s book Narrative
Identity in the Arabic Novel as a coherent critical project that examines the fragmentation of
identity in contemporary Arab reality through the novel. The article highlights the book’s
methodological value by showing how it integrates philosophical depth—most notably Paul
Ricoeur’s concept of narrative identity—with Mikhail Bakhtin’s notions of polyphony and
dialogism, thereby moving beyond closed formalist approaches toward a cultural—
ontological perspective that places the novel at the center of questions of selfhood and
existence.

The study analyzes the book along two main axes: a theoretical-methodological axis that
traces the foundations of Al-Fahri’s approach and its flexible analytical tools suited to the
novelistic form, and an applied axis that follows major configurations of fragmented identity
in selected Arabic novels. These include identity in the context of colonialism and war, the
relationship between identity and body/color as a locus of conflict and belonging, the
formation of feminine identity through gender deviation, the dialectic of identity with
memory and place as a strategy for retrieving roots, and the interplay between identity and
religious discourse amid extremism and axiological rupture. The article concludes that Al-
Fahri’s project presents a solid critical model that enriches the reading of the Arabic novel
and renews analytical engagement with identity, balancing theoretical rigor with interpretive
applicability and opening new horizons for exploring identity formation in contemporary
Arabic narrative.

Key Words: Narrative Identity; Youssef Al-Fahri; Arabic Novel; Identity Fragmentation;
Narrative Criticism.
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