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RESEARCH TITLE

The Role of International Agreements in the Issue of Asylum

Abstract

This study examines the role of international agreements in addressing the refugee issue as a
collective responsibility that became evident amid the waves of displacement during the two
World Wars and was institutionalized through the 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967
Protocol. The core question concerns the practical effectiveness of this framework and the
obstacles that hinder its implementation. Adopting a descriptive—analytical inductive
approach, the study is structured in two parts: the first outlines the principles and forms of
political asylum, underscoring the centrality of non-refoulement and the non-extradition of
political offenders, and distinguishes between territorial and diplomatic asylum and the
limits of each in light of territorial sovereignty and international custom. The second
analyzes the effectiveness of international organizations (UN bodies, UNHCR, and
cooperation with humanitarian organizations such as the ICRC) and regional mechanisms
(the African Union and the Kampala Convention, and the League of Arab States and its
human-rights mechanisms) in protection and response.

The findings indicate that, while these agreements provide an advanced normative
framework, gaps in domestic incorporation, securitization of refugee issues, divergent
interpretations, and resource constraints impede equal protection. The study recommends
closer alignment of national laws with the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol; stronger
monitoring and accountability mechanisms; contingency planning and responses grounded
in burden-sharing and sustainable financing; and intensified international and regional
cooperation to ensure effective protection that safeguards refugees’ rights to life, liberty, and
dignity.

Key Words: Refugees; Non-refoulement; Non-extradition of political offenders; 1951
Refugee Convention and 1967 Protocol; UNHCR; International protection; African Union;
League of Arab States.
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