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RESEARCH TITLE

The Impact of Obstacles Facing the Functions of the Security
Council in Humanitarian Intervention

Abstract

This study aims to examine the impact of obstacles facing the functions of the UN
Security Council in cases of humanitarian intervention, with a particular focus on the
veto power as the most significant barrier to the Council’s effectiveness in maintaining
international peace and security. The research employs a historical method to trace the
establishment and decision-making mechanisms of the Council, alongside a descriptive-
analytical approach to explore the nature of international conflicts and their implications for
humanitarian intervention under Chapters VI and VII of the UN Charter. The findings reveal
that the institutional structure of the Council (its unbalanced composition and the
permanence of five members) and its voting system under Article 27 allow permanent
members to employ the veto in ways that paralyze crucial decisions, undermine the
principles of sovereignty and equality, restrict the role of the General Assembly, and
obstruct reform and Charter amendment efforts. Other legal constraints, such as the
Council’s representation on behalf of member states without clear limits to its mandate,
further open the door for political maneuvers that prioritize geopolitical interests over
international humanitarian law. The study concludes that the repeated use of the veto in
critical humanitarian files produces functional paralysis that negatively affects civilian
protection and the enforcement of humanitarian law. It recommends the adoption of
normative restrictions on the use of the veto in humanitarian cases, including requirements
of good faith, limitations on repetitive use on the same issue, and the pursuit of alternative
mechanisms within the UN system to ensure legitimacy of humanitarian intervention
while reducing dependence on the will of a single state.

Key Words: Veto power, Humanitarian intervention, Security Council, Voting system,
United Nations Charter.
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