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RESEARCH TITLE

Women and Peace in Darfur: Between Community Effectiveness
and Institutional Marginalization

Abstract

This paper seeks to analyze the impact of integrating Sudanese women into peace processes
on achieving stability in the Darfur region from 2003 to 2024, based on field research
utilizing questionnaires, interviews, and document analysis. The study highlights a striking
contradiction between women’s active presence in community-based and informal
leadership roles on one hand, and their marginalization in formal peace tracks on the other,
revealing a deep structural and institutional gap that hinders effective female participation in
decision-making.

Findings indicate that the obstacles to women’s inclusion are not merely political but deeply
rooted in entrenched social norms and a patriarchal political culture that undermines
recognition of women’s capacities in conflict resolution and peacebuilding. Although
numerous policies and agreements exist to support women’s roles in peace, their actual
implementation remains weak due to lack of political will, insufficient funding, and the
absence of institutional accountability.

The study adopts an integrated theoretical framework that combines Feminist Peace Theory,
Conflict Transformation Theory, and Human Security Theory. This multi-dimensional
approach enables a critical analysis of women’s participation that accounts for the specific
cultural, political, and historical contexts of Darfur. The results affirm that integrating
women is not a supplementary concern, but a fundamental requirement for building positive
peace and achieving sustainable stability by addressing the structural roots of conflict.

Key Words: Peace Processes — Community Effectiveness — Institutional
Representation — Marginalization — Human Security — Stability.
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