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RESEARCH TITLE

The Impact of Developments in Port Sudan on Sudan’s Foreign
Trade Transport: A Case Study of the Container Terminal at the
Southern Port (2009-2019)

Abstract

This study aims to examine the impact of technical and organizational developments at Port
Sudan—vparticularly the container terminal at the southern port—on the efficiency of
Sudan’s foreign trade transport during the period 2009-2019 and their implications for
national economic competitiveness. The research employed historical, descriptive, and
statistical methods, relying on both secondary sources (books, reports, journals, and maps)
and primary sources (questionnaires, interviews, and field observations). A total of 80
questionnaires were analyzed using SPSS. The findings indicate that improvements in
operations and performance at the southern port significantly increased the frequency of
liner services and facilitated the shift towards containerization and integrated logistics
chains. Results further show that 97% of respondents agreed on the feasibility of
transforming the port into a regional hub, while 91% affirmed that current developments
enhance productivity and competitiveness. The study underscores the port’s central role in
supporting foreign trade and strengthening its economic returns. Recommendations include
accelerating modernization, revising land and warehouse tariffs, addressing labor-related
challenges in cargo handling, simplifying transit procedures, activating the free zone, and
adopting a single-window system to streamline export, import, and transit operations.
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