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Abstract

This article offers a scholarly examination of the problem of the Isra’iliyyat in Islamic
heritage, as presented by the American Muslim scholar Jonathan Brown. It reviews the
possible origins of these narratives and their sources outside the Islamic corpus, particularly
from Jewish and Christian traditions. It traces how they entered the books of Qur’anic
exegesis and Prophetic tradition. The article emphasizes the tension between the narrative-
expansive tendency exhibited by some scholars and the necessity for doctrinal scrutiny and
rigorous isnad criticism. It also discusses the balance between enriching textual storytelling
and the risks posed by the infiltration of unreliable elements into religious understanding.
This translation is part of an effort committed to presenting Western Islamic scholarship
with terminological fidelity and academic precision, aiming to deepen critical discourse
regarding the presence of Isra’iliyyat in Islamic tradition.
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