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RESEARCH TITLE

The Unspoken in Arabic Grammar: A Grammatical
and Semantic Study

Abstract

This research addresses the phenomenon of the unspoken element in Arabic grammar
from grammatical and semantic perspectives, highlighting its pivotal role in meaning
construction and interpretation. It traces the theoretical foundations of the concept in the
works of early grammarians and rhetoricians, where it appeared under various terms such as
ellipsis, implication, and estimation, while clarifying the role of syntactic and contextual
cues in completing textual structures. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method
based on induction and comparison, examining selected Qur’anic, poetic, and grammatical
examples, and analyzing them using both traditional and modern linguistic approaches.
The findings reveal that the unspoken element is not merely a case of verbal omission, but
rather a stylistic and semantic mechanism that achieves rhetorical brevity and textual
cohesion, and allows for multiplicity of interpretations that enrich the meaning. The study
also shows that this phenomenon demonstrates the flexibility of the Arabic grammatical
system and its ability to convey dense and suggestive expressions, making its recognition
essential for understanding texts, particularly the Qur’an and Arabic poetry. The research
concludes that the unspoken element is a central linguistic device that balances between the
explicit and the implied, requiring both grammatical awareness and contextual sensitivity. It
recommends expanding research on this phenomenon, incorporating it into graduate
curricula, compiling specialized lexicons, and benefiting from modern linguistic approaches
as well as cross-linguistic comparisons.

Key Words: Unspoken element, Arabic grammar, semantics, brevity, textual cohesion.
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