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RESEARCH TITLE

Epistemology in Abu Hamid Al-Ghazali’s Thought

Abstract

This study explores Abu Hamid Al-Ghazali’s theory of knowledge by examining its sources,
nature, limits, and the criteria of truth, with emphasis on the roles of sense perception,
reason, and the heart in the formation of ideas. Al-Ghazali viewed sensory knowledge as the
initial step in perceiving the external world, yet he considered it limited and subject to
illusions. Rational knowledge, though more reliable, was also deemed insufficient to attain
absolute truth. Consequently, he turned to intuitive and inner revelatory knowledge,
asserting that divine illumination cast into the believer’s heart represents the deepest path to
certainty, transcending the boundaries of sense and reason. Employing descriptive,
analytical, and inductive methods, Al-Ghazali critiqued philosophical and sensory data to
construct an integrated vision in which the knowledge of God constitutes the ultimate aim of
human inquiry. He affirmed the complementarity of reason and revelation, regarding reason
as the inner law and revelation as the external law, both leading to the realization of truth.
Moreover, he placed the heart at the center of knowledge, enabling the ascent from imitation
to authentic personal experience. The study concludes that Al-Ghazali’s epistemology
harmonized rationality with the Sufi experience, establishing certainty on the basis of
intuition and divine inspiration, thereby distinguishing his theory from those of other
Muslim philosophers who confined knowledge to reason or sense perception. Ultimately,
Al-Ghazali presented an original philosophical and mystical vision in which knowledge is
both an intellectual and spiritual journey whose ultimate goal is the knowledge of God and
the attainment of absolute truth.

Key Words: Sensory knowledge, Rational knowledge, Certainty, Inner revelation, Al-
Ghazali.
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