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RESEARCH TITLE

Protection of Minorities within the Framework of Public
International Law

Abstract

This study explores the protection of minorities in public international law by analyzing
relevant concepts, legal instruments, and institutional mechanisms. The central research
problem addresses the effectiveness of international legal rules in safeguarding minority
rights, given the absence of a binding comprehensive convention and the tension between
minority protection and state sovereignty. Using both descriptive-analytical and historical
methods, the study traces the evolution of minority protection from post-World War I
arrangements to the modern UN framework, highlighting the roles of the General Assembly
(standard setting, recommendations, monitoring) and the Security Council (peace and
security enforcement, ad hoc tribunals, humanitarian intervention).

The research categorizes minorities (linguistic, religious, national, and ethnic) and outlines
their fundamental rights: the right to life and security, freedom of religion, preservation of
cultural and linguistic identity, political participation, property rights, education, work, and
freedom of movement. While these rights largely overlap with general human rights,
minorities are recognized as entitled to additional safeguards due to their distinct status.
Findings indicate a normative and enforcement gap between international standards and
national implementation, exacerbated by definitional ambiguity of “minority,” political
sensitivities, and the non-binding nature of many instruments. The study concludes with
recommendations to strengthen protection through constitutional guarantees, ratification of
key treaties, inclusive socio-cultural and economic policies, and enhanced coordination
between UN mechanisms and domestic frameworks to ensure effective translation of
standards into practice.

Key Words: Minority protection, Public international law, Human rights, United Nations
mechanisms, Cultural diversity.
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