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RESEARCH TITLE

Obligations of Contracting Parties in the Electronic Sale Contract

Abstract

This study analyzes the obligations of the contracting parties in electronic sale contracts
under Iraqi, Egyptian, and Lebanese laws. While such contracts retain their consensual
nature—based on offer and acceptance—the mechanisms of formation and the expression of
will differ due to electronic means of communication. The study’s significance emerges
from the rapid growth of e-commerce and the attendant risks related to product conformity,
fraud, misrepresentation, and the difficulty of verifying the absence of apparent or latent
defects.

Adopting an analytical comparative approach, the research examines relevant statutory
provisions and doctrinal and judicial writings in the three jurisdictions to propose a more
precise legal framework governing parties’ obligations. It addresses the buyer’s obligations
online—such as notifying the seller of defects within a reasonable time and refraining from
disposing of the goods before inspection—pursuant to civil-law principles and consumer-
protection rules. It also sets out the seller’s obligations, including the duty to inform, the
obligation of conformity with agreed specifications, and retaining advertising materials as
supporting evidence of the agreed deal.

The study concludes that, in the absence of comprehensive special legislation in some
jurisdictions, general civil-law rules remain the primary reference for regulating these
contracts. Notable divergences persist among the compared systems regarding notice
periods, the consumer’s right of withdrawal, and conformity guarantees. The study
recommends updating e-commerce legislation to keep pace with digital developments,
establishing specific rules for digital defects and related guarantees, and creating public
training programs to raise awareness of online contracting mechanisms and reduce disputes.

Key Words: Electronic sale contract, buyer’s obligations, seller’s obligations,
warranty/guarantee, comparative law.
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