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Abstract

This research examines the government construction and restoration works in the city of
Samawah during the final period of the Ottoman era¢ focusing on the impacts of Ottoman
policies on Iraqi regions. Samawah was part of the Baghdad province and experienced a
deterioration in public conditions¢ with genuine reforms in the economic¢ social¢ and
cultural sectors being overlooked in favor of consolidating Ottoman rule. The research relies
on Ottoman documents as a primary reference to highlight some of the restoration and
reconstruction attempts made in Samawah¢ such as the construction of the wooden bridge«
the restoration of prisons and military warehouses¢ as well as the renewal of public facilities.
Local materials like mud¢ wood¢ and reed were used in construction¢ reflecting the
economic challenges and the lack of serious government planning. Despite this¢ these efforts
were mainly aimed at meeting the needs of Ottoman authority and reinforcing its presence«
rather than improving the living conditions of the local population.

Key Words: Government restoration¢< Ottoman era« Samawah¢ traditional constructions
Ottoman documents.
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