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Abstract

This study addresses the legal protection of intangible cultural heritage during armed
conflicts by analyzing its conceptual and legal framework and assessing the effectiveness of
relevant international agreements. It begins by defining intangible cultural heritage
according to the 2003 UNESCO Convention and its main elements, such as language, oral
traditions, and social practices, then reviews the role of the 1954 Hague Convention and the
1977 Additional Protocols in heritage protection, with a focus on the shortcomings in
safeguarding intangible components compared to tangible property. The study also examines
judicial precedents of international courts, particularly the International Criminal Tribunal
for the former Yugoslavia, to clarify the applicability of legal provisions to this type of
heritage. It highlights practical challenges such as documentation difficulties and the risk of
invisible loss resulting from displacement or deliberate targeting. The study concludes by
proposing mechanisms to enhance protection, including updating international legal
frameworks, promoting digital documentation, strengthening cultural and institutional
cooperation globally, and reinforcing the role of international justice in prosecuting
violations against intangible cultural heritage.

Key Words: Intangible Cultural Heritage, Armed Conflicts, Legal Protection, UNESCO,
International Humanitarian Law.
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