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RESEARCH TITLE

The Aesthetic System in the Designs of Islamic Ornaments on the Facades
of Sacred Shrines in Iraq: A Comprehensive Analytical Study

Abstract

This research aims to explore the aesthetic system represented by the macro and micro
aspects in the design of Islamic ornaments applied to the tiled facades of the sacred shrines
in Iraq (as of 2025). It focuses on linear, geometric, and vegetal decorations (floral, leafy,
and branching types) found on the external and internal facades of major shrines such as Al-
Haydariyya, Al-Hussainiyya, Al-Abbasiyya, Al-Kazimiyya, and Al-Askariyya. The study
adopts a descriptive-analytical method and analyzes 26 purposefully selected samples.
Results revealed that the diversity in spatial organization (symmetrical, radial, asymmetrical)
contributes to a balanced overall aesthetic, while the vegetal motifs demonstrated expressive
flexibility in their partial application, through both naturalistic and stylized forms. The use
of contrasting colors further enriched the visual and expressive depth of the designs,
reinforcing the artistic and cultural identity of Islamic.

Key Words: Element, Design, Ornamentation, Facade, Design Structure.
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