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RESEARCH TITLE

The Role of the Single Decorative Element in Shaping Ceramic Tiles of
Sacred Shrines’ Facades in Iraq: A Comprehensive Analytical Study

Abstract

This study addresses a key question regarding the concepts of "whole" (kulli) and "part"
(juzzi) in Islamic decorative designs applied to ceramic tile facades of sacred shrines in Iraq,
including the Alawi, Husseini, Abbasid, Kadhimi, and Askari shrines. The research aims to
analyze linear, geometric, and vegetal ornamentations (floral, leafy, and branch-like) in
terms of their compositional structures, spatial divisions, color schemes, and decorative
elements. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, 26 purposive samples were selected.
Findings reveal a variety of compositional strategies (symmetrical, radial, free-form) and
rich use of vegetal motifs and colors to enhance visual and symbolic impact. The study
highlights how single decorative elements can construct cohesive and flexible overall
designs, incorporating architectural and animal forms within intricate ornamental systems.

Key Words: Partial, Design, Ornamentation, Facade, Compositional Structure.
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