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RESEARCH TITLE

The Resistance of Mohammed bin Abd al-Karim al-Khattabi and
Sharif Mohammed Amezian in Selected Amazigh Poetry

Abstract

This study explores the manifestations of Rifian resistance against Spanish and French
colonialism through traditional Amazigh poetry¢ focusing on the figures of Mohammed bin
Abd al-Karim al-Khattabi and Sharif Mohammed Amezian. The research aims to restore the
historical memory of the Rif region by utilizing traditional poetry as a historical document
that captures the spirit of resistance and chronicles key political¢ socialc and emotional
events. Rifian poetry emerged as a widely shared¢ oral¢ community-based expressions
blending lyrical and epic elements¢ and taking on a political dimension that conveyed
defiance« mobilization¢< and national pride. The poems often glorify resistance leaders and
reflect the sacrifices of men and women alike in their struggle for liberation. The study
highlights the functional role of resistance poetry¢< noting that its aesthetic depth was often
eclipsed by its urgent motivational purpose. Ultimately« the research affirms that Amazigh
resistance poetry played a central role in mobilizing the Rifian people and preserving their
cultural heritage¢ serving as a valuable oral record of their resistance experience. It
concludes with a call to collect and document this poetic heritage as a living memory that
enriches our understanding of the region’s socio-political and cultural dynamics.

Key Words: Rif, Traditional Poetry, Resistan, Amazigh, Oral Literature.
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