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RESEARCH TITLE

The Professional Competence of the Tax Auditor and Its Impact on
Enhancing the Efficiency of the Self-Assessment System

Abstract

This study aims to analyse the impact of the professional competence of tax auditors on the
successful implementation of the self-assessment tax system in Sudan. The self-assessment
system represents a major transformation in tax administration, fostering transparency and
trust between the tax authority and taxpayers. The study emphasizes the importance of the
tax auditor’s role in reviewing audited financial statements and accurately determining the
tax base. A real-world case study of a Sudanese company in 2007 was examined, analysing
financial records and tax return data to assess consistency and accuracy. The findings
revealed that auditor competence significantly influences the credibility of financial
reporting and reduces discrepancies between declared and actual tax liabilities. The study
recommends continuous professional training for auditors, implementation of analytical
review procedures, and development of integrated tax information systems. Furthermore, the
results stress the need for aligning accounting practices with tax policy reforms to minimize
tax evasion and ensure fairness. The study concludes that the effectiveness of the self-
assessment regime is closely tied to the auditor’s technical capacity and familiarity with both
financial and tax environments.

Key Words: Tax Audit, Self-Assessment, Professional Competence, Financial Disclosure,
Tax Base.
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