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Abstract

This study explores political participation in Iraq after 2003, focusing on the key factors
influencing the Iraqi voter's decision in the post-democratic transition phase. Political
participation is considered a fundamental pillar of democratic systems, reflecting citizens'
awareness and engagement in public affairs, especially through elections. The research
highlights several influential factors on voter behavior, including media and social media,
the role of religious institutions, tribes and clans, family, friends, educational institutions,
and political culture. It also addresses the reasons behind voter abstention, such as a lack of
trust in the political process, dominance of traditional powers, and the absence of
trustworthy candidates. The study concludes that broad political participation is a strong
indicator of political system stability and legitimacy. It recommends reinforcing democratic
political culture and raising public awareness to ensure effective participation that
contributes to building a cohesive and legitimate political system.

Key Words: Political Participation, Elections, Iraqi Voter, Influencing Factors, Democratic
Transition.
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