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RESEARCH TITLE

The Liability Arising from the International Distribution
Contract of Goods — A Comparative Study

Abstract

This comparative study aims to analyze contractual liability arising from international
distribution contracts of goods in light of differing national laws, with a focus on the Iraqi
and Lebanese legal systems. The research addresses the key issue of determining the
applicable law in the event of disputes between a foreign producer or supplier and a local
distributor, considering private international law conflict-of-law rules and key criteria such
as party autonomy, place of contract conclusion, and place of performance (delivery).
Adopting an analytical-comparative methodology, the study draws on legislative texts,
judicial decisions, and the United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale
of Goods (CISG, 1980). The findings reveal that both legal systems continue to rely on
traditional conflict rules that do not fully accommodate the complexities of hybrid contracts,
and that party autonomy is given priority unless it conflicts with public policy. The "closest
connection" standard is used as a fallback rule but lacks clear and consistent criteria. The
study also highlights the broad discretionary power granted to judges, resulting in varying
rulings and commercial uncertainty. The researcher recommends enacting a specific legal
framework for international distribution contracts, modernizing conflict-of-law standards to
ensure greater flexibility and fairness, and issuing interpretive judicial guidelines to reduce
disparities in application and enhance the stability of cross-border transactions.

Key Words: International distribution contract, contractual liability, conflict-of-law rules,
Iraqi law, Lebanese law.
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