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RESEARCH TITLE

Geographical Interpretation: From Causality to Systemic
Analysis — A Renewed Epistemological Debate

Abstract

This study addresses the epistemological transformation witnessed in geographical
interpretation, shifting from a traditional descriptive approach to causal explanation, and
ultimately to a more comprehensive systemic analysis. The authors review the emergence of
explanation in geography and the adoption of the positivist trend that emphasized causality
in analyzing phenomena. They highlight the methodological and epistemic limitations of
causal reasoning in the face of complex social and spatial phenomena. Consequently, the
adoption of General Systems Theory enabled a paradigmatic shift toward treating
geographical phenomena as complex, dynamic systems. The paper outlines the steps of
systemic methodology—exploration, qualitative modeling, and dynamic simulation—
emphasizing that the goal is not to isolate causes, but to understand the interactions among
components within a unified system. The study concludes that systemic analysis represents a
qualitative leap in geographical thought, offering a richer and more integrated interpretation
of spatial reality and responding to contemporary epistemological challenges.

Key Words: Geographical Interpretation, Causality, Systemic Analysis, Systems Theory,
Contemporary Geography.
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