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RESEARCH TITLE

The Psychological Dimension of Rhetorical Images in
Arabic Literature

Abstract

This study aims to explore the psychological dimension of rhetorical imagery in Arabic
literature through a systematic analytical approach that bridges classical Arabic rhetoric with
modern psychoanalytic criticism. It begins by tracing the evolution of rhetorical images in
Arabic literary criticism and then engages with psychoanalytic theories, particularly those of
Freud and Jung, and their literary applications. The study emphasizes that rhetorical images
are not merely decorative or stylistic devices but are expressive tools that reflect deep
emotional and subconscious states. Through applied readings of classical and modern Arabic
poetry, as well as prose narratives, the research demonstrates how rhetorical imagery unveils
the psychological conflicts of the author and evokes emotional and cognitive responses in
the reader. The findings highlight the integration of aesthetic and psychological functions in
rhetorical images and recommend further interdisciplinary studies that combine literary
analysis with modern psychological theories to deepen the understanding of Arabic literary
expression.

Key Words: Rhetorical image; psychological dimension; psychoanalytic analysis; Arabic
literature; Freud and Jung.
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