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RESEARCH TITLE

The Rational Ijtihadi Approach to Qur’anic Exegesis:
Foundations and Development

Abstract

This study explores the rational ijtihadi approach to Qur’anic exegesis as one of the most
prominent methodologies that integrates the sanctity of revelation with the disciplined use of
reason in interpreting the sacred text. The research highlights the position of this method
within the School of Ahl al-Bayt, where reason is not seen as an adversary to revelation, but
as a partner in uncovering meanings and determining divine objectives—within strict
epistemological and methodological boundaries that prevent subjective or erroneous
interpretations. The study outlines the intellectual foundations of this approach, emphasizing
its reliance on linguistic, logical, and jurisprudential tools. It demonstrates its capacity to
address contemporary issues, liberate concepts from rigidity, and redefine the relationship
between humans and the Qur’an based on reflection and informed reasoning. Furthermore,
the research discusses the challenges faced by this methodology, including the lack of
philosophical training and fears of interpretive deviation, while stressing the need to equip
exegetes with a strong foundation in logic, language, and Islamic principles. Ultimately, the
study concludes that the rational ijtihadi approach represents a promising framework for
renewing Qur’anic discourse in a way that remains faithful to the essence of the revelation
while engaging with the realities of the modern world.

Key Words: Rational exegesis, reason, revelation, Ahl al-Bayt, Qur’anic discourse.
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