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RESEARCH TITLE

The Method of Textual Exegesis: Between Weakness and Strength

Abstract

This study explores the method of textual exegesis from a scholarly and analytical
perspective within the framework of the Shi’a Imami school of thought. It focuses on the
epistemological foundations, sources, practical applications, and position of this method in
contemporary interpretive trends. The approach is grounded in interpreting the Qur’an
through the Qur’an itself, the Prophetic traditions, and the narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt
(peace be upon them), with a strict emphasis on reliable transmission and a rejection of
subjective interpretations. However, the method faces several methodological challenges,
most notably its limited engagement with modern issues, marginalization of transmitted
narrations, and partial reliance on modern analytical tools that do not align with the sanctity
of the Qur’anic text. The study highlights strengths such as its commitment to doctrinal
authenticity and adherence to the infallible religious authority, while also acknowledging its
limited impact unless restructured within the Imami framework and supported by updated
tools that balance tradition with intellectual openness. The research recommends re-
establishing the method on solid scholarly grounds by integrating linguistic analysis with
verified narrations and avoiding excessive reliance on Western methodologies. It also calls
on academic institutions to revise and modernize interpretive curricula to ensure a sound and
profound understanding of the Qur’anic message in accordance with the spirit of Islamic law
and revelation.

Key Words: Textual exegesis, Ahl al-Bayt, Imami methodology, narrations, Qur’anic analysis.
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