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RESEARCH TITLE

The Legal Translator's Responsibility

Abstract

This study explores the legal translator’s responsibility by analyzing their role« the nature
of their work« and their civil obligations in the absence of a specific Iraqi law regulating the
profession. The research stems from the legal ambiguity surrounding the translator's status
and the lack of a clear legal framework that defines the conditions of practice and
mechanisms of accountability. The authors adopted a comparative legal approach by
examining the legislative models of the United Arab Emirates and Oman and comparing
them with Iraqi law.

The first part of the study defines the legal translator¢ outlines the qualifications required¢
and highlights their essential role in the judicial system as a key actor in ensuring justice and
protecting litigants’ rights. The second part focuses on the legal translator’s civil
responsibility¢ distinguishing between contractual liability—when a valid contract exists—
and tortious liability in cases of no or void contracts. It also discusses the nature of the
translator’s obligations¢ emphasizing that they are generally required to exercise due
diligence« with some exceptions where they must achieve a specific result.

The study concludes with recommendations¢< most notably the need for a dedicated legal
framework in Iraq to regulate legal translation« the establishment of clear contract guidelines
between translators and clients¢ and the reinforcement of oversight mechanisms¢ along with
continuous training in legal and linguistic competencies.

Key Words: Legal translator: civil liability¢ legal translation¢ contractual liability« tortious liability.
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