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Abstract

This study aims to provide an analysis of the interaction between economic and social
factors in the mining regions of southwestern Tunisia, with a focus on the central role of
mining institutions in reshaping primary affiliations, using an interdisciplinary methodology
that combines political economy and social anthropology. The study also reveals complex
mechanisms through which these institutions reproduce kinship relations and local identities
through a critical reading of employment policies based on patronage and kinship loyalties.
The results show that the mining enterprise acts as a link between the formal economy and
traditional social structures, where economic resources are employed to strengthen kinship
networks and local loyalties, reflecting the crisis of the social contract in mining areas. The
study confirms that the reproduction of primary affiliations is not merely a continuation of
traditions, but rather the product of economic policies that perpetuate marginalization and
transform local identities into political capital.

Key Words: economy and kinship, mining enterprise, reproduction, primary affiliations.
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