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RESEARCH TITLE

An Analysis of Middle School Teachers' Discourses in the Palestinian
Interior on Gifted Students Facing School Integration Difficulties

Abstract

This research aims to shed light on the experience of a gifted student in the Arab school
environment within the Green Line (lsrael), through qualitative content analysis of
educational texts and teacher discourse. It focuses on understanding the representations of
teachers and the social-emotional difficulties faced by gifted students. The study adopts a
qualitative content analysis approach, drawing from selected educational texts and also
documenting the researcher's personal experience as a mother of a gifted student struggling
to integrate into her current school environment. This experience led to the decision to
transfer her daughter to a private school that better meets her needs. The findings reveal that
gifted students suffer from identity duality and that many teachers lack a deep understanding
of gifted learners’ characteristics, which often leads to mislabeling them as “different” or
“difficult.” The study also found that prevailing stereotypes and the tension between national
and school identity create real obstacles to inclusive and nurturing learning environments.
The study recommends providing teachers with professional training in gifted education and
creating integration programs that address the psychological and emotional needs of gifted
students, in addition to academic excellence. It also calls for flexible learning paths in public
schools that are responsive to the individual needs of gifted students and reduce their sense
of isolation.

Key Words: Social challenges, Gifted inclusion, Teacher training, School integration,
Academic excellence.
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