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RESEARCH TITLE

Teachers' views on the Animal-Assisted Learning and
Therapy Strategy and its obstacles

Abstract

This research aims to investigate the teachers' perspectives on employing animal assisted
therapy and learning strategy in educating and learning children and its impact on their
motivation to learn. A qualitive approach was conducted to answer the research questions to
obtain in-depth answers as well as highlighting the teachers' opinions, interpretations, and
obstacles Facing them. 16 teachers from various schools in diverse fields, specifically,
special education, science, and language were interviewed in which the strategy was applied.
The results illustrate that the teachers have positive attitudes and opinions towards this
strategy, and the help of animals had a positive impact on children's learning. On one hand
10 teachers shared that the students' motivation to learn had significantly increased, on the
other hand 6 teachers believed that the presence of animals lessened the children's ability to
focus and also reduced their ability to cooperate positively with their surroundings. This
research recommend that teachers should raise their awareness about this strategy through
participating in training workshops.

Key Words: Teachers, distance learning, animals.
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