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Abstract

This research aimed to examine the scope of unilateral termination of a contract and the
legal basis for terminating such a contract. The research followed a descriptive, analytical,
and comparative approach. The research yielded several results, the most important of which
is that the recognition of unilateralism in the context of contractual obligations is
fundamentally linked to the legal position on the role of unilateral will in arranging legal
effects. Some laws do not recognize unilateral will as having any role in arranging the
original effects and creating obligations, adopting rules that prohibit unilateral will from
arranging legal effects in the contractual context and stipulating that a contract may not be
amended or revoked except by mutual consent. The research also concluded that requiring
the seriousness of the breach of contractual obligations protects the interests of the debtor,
on the one hand, and maintains the stability of transactions, on the other. The research
presented several recommendations, the most important of which is that the Iraqi legislator
should include a provision within the articles regulating the theory of termination related to
the case of unilateral termination. The research also recommended that the Iraqi legislator
strengthen protection for the weaker party to the contract, in addition to allowing them to
terminate the contract unilaterally under certain controls. The study also recommended that
the Iraqgi legislator refrain from citing examples in legal texts, as was the case in Article 177
of the Iragi Civil Code. Rather, it is criticized for specifically mentioning the termination of
lease and sale contracts, which gives the impression that termination applies only to them
and not to other contracts.
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