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RESEARCH TITLE

Legal adaptation to combat the crime of terrorism

Abstract

This research aims to examine the legal adaptation to combating the crime of terrorism, by
analyzing national and international legislation and the legal challenges facing efforts to
combat this crime. It also presents proposals for developing legal frameworks to achieve
effectiveness while respecting human rights. The research begins by clarifying the concept
of the crime of terrorism from a legal perspective, noting the lack of a unified definition of
terrorism in international and national laws, which impacts efforts to combat it. It also
reviews the elements of the terrorist crime and its traditional and modern forms, such as
cyberterrorism and terrorist financing. The research then discusses the legal framework for
combating terrorism, examining national counterterrorism laws in some Arab and Western
countries and their compatibility with international agreements, such as the Arab Convention
for the Suppression of Terrorism and United Nations conventions. It also sheds light on the
legal procedures followed to prosecute perpetrators of terrorist crimes, whether through
domestic laws or international cooperation via Interpol and the International Criminal
Courts. The research also addresses the legal challenges in combating terrorism, such as the
lack of a unified definition, the difficulty of collecting evidence due to the evolution of
terrorist methods, and the challenges facing states in balancing security and human rights
protection, especially with some states using counterterrorism laws as a pretext to restrict
freedoms. In the final section, the research presents proposals for developing legislation to
effectively combat terrorism, by updating national laws to keep pace with developments,
enhancing international cooperation in the exchange of security information, and ensuring
that laws are balanced to maintain security without violating the fundamental rights of
individuals.

Key Words: Terrorism, counterterrorism, criminal law, human rights, national security,
national legislation, international agreements, cyberterrorism, terrorist financing.
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